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accompanied, after the first second or two, by a faint
tremor which gradually,
and sometimes rapidly,
increases in strength until
it merges into the shock
proper, which consists of
several or many vibrations
of larger amplitude and
longer period, and during
which the attendant sound
is generally at its loudest ;
the earthquake dying
away, as it began, with
tremors and a low rum-
bling sound.

The vibrations that
produce the sensible shock
are by no means all that
are present during an
earthquake. The Indian
earthquake, for instance,
seemed to last about three
or four minutes at Mid-
napur; but the movements
of the bubble of a level
showed that the ground
continued to oscillate for
at least five minutes longer *>
(p. 280). Many of these
unfelt waves are rendered
manifest by seismographs,
although there are still
others that elude registration either from the ex-
treme shortness or the great length of their periods.

